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grandfather, which made him still more desirous of being
fully his own master; to which also his indulgent father
consented, and promoted his liberty (if marriage may not
rather be called a slavery) by matching him to a fortune as
good as his own. The woman, however, not proving so
good as she should do, a sense of her ill-usage made him
extravagant. He now abandoned himself wholly to excesses.
He had one night a small quarrel in company, when he
made no more to-do but pull out his sword and stab the
person who gave the affront to the very heart. A dread of
the consequences of this murder made him get off as fast
as he could, and the want he was in of a maintenance, when
he was from home, and durst not send to his friends, made
him take to the highway, where he committed a great many
robberies.
In particular, he robbed the Worcester and Bridgnorth
stage-coaches several times over, and within the compass
of a few days stopped a great number of passengers, horse
and foot, upon Sarney Downs, near Winchester. His reign
was not very long, but no man ever was more industrious
to improve the little time that his fortune permitted him to
go on in his villainies.
John Barber was born at Chard, in Somersetshire,
from whence, coming up to London when he was very
young, he got into a gentleman's service, and lived,
among others, with Dr Boorne, at the Two Twins, in
Moorfields, where he was detected in cheating his master
of small sums of money, and turned out of doors for the
knavery.
When he was out of place he took to gaming, at which
he soon lost all his unjust gains, and whatever else he had
saved. The same persons that won his money put him into
a way to get more, by going out with them on the footpad.
He was concerned in all the robberies that were committed
by this gang from the time of his entering among them
till he joined himself with Jones, and had more than once
been guilty of murder, particularly at a gardener's at
Fulham, whose house he broke open.
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